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       HANWELL PARK ACADEMY 
                Parent School Support Committee Minutes




	
	DATE
	Apr 8, 2026
6:01pm
	UPCOMING MEETINGS
	| 05/13

	Attendees

	Kailynn Clark
Victoria McKenzie
Shawna Allen VanderToorn
Ruth Eden
Evita Gudkova
Christine Roherty
Heather Tucker
Anna Burdett
Heather Fenn
Ting
	IMPORTANT DATES
	04/24 – Provincial testing grades 4-8

March: Welcome Packages
April: Social Media Safety
May: Kindergarten Orientation,
Sensory Friendly Playgroup


	
	
	
	





[bookmark: _heading=h.vb0665lk6sri]Call to Order
Meeting called to order at 6:01 PM.
Approval of Minutes
· December minutes approved (moved by Vicky, seconded by Heather). 

1. Chair Updates
· Budget Update 
· Reviewed items purchased for Kindergarten Orientation (hats, bags, crayons, etc.). 
· “Pastries with Parents” would be best run earlier in the year.
· All but $800 of the budget has been spent; remaining funds were reallocated to supplies including paper for the Welcome Packages. 
· PCard use is no longer permitted as of mid-March. 
· Social Media Safety Night 
· Event cancelled due to unavailability of the RCMP officer who specializes in this area. 

2. Welcome Package & Next Steps (Christine)
· A revised welcome package has been condensed into a pamphlet format based on prior feedback. 
· Currently being professionally designed (donated services secured by Kailynn). 
· Discussion included: 
· Potential for a poster or interactive website map accessed via QR code. 
· Plan to produce: 
· An 11x18 printed map 
· A general one-page poster linking to website resources 
· Design timeline: expected within two weeks (ahead of May 29 orientation). 
· Vicky to obtain printing quotes from Colour Copy through Job’s Unlimited, and Covey’s. 
· A link to the working document will be shared. 
Future Priorities:
· Improved signage for the main office 
· Sharing links to sensory support resources created last year 
· Adding PBIS resources (linking to rubric on the EECB website) 

3. Upcoming Meetings & Events
· Year-end gathering planned for May 20 at Sam Snead’s (Vicky to book). 
· Sensory-Friendly Playgroup scheduled for May 28: 
· Vicky to coordinate with Tara regarding use of larger FHPA-donated items. 

4. DEC Update
· Leadership changes: 
· Chair has stepped down; Wallace Carr is Interim Chair. 
· Serena Bradford is Vice-Chair. 
· No symposium this year; possibility to revisit next year. 
· Budget Overview: 
· Previous deficit: $6M; current year: $2M. 
· Shortage of staff contributing to reduced spending. 
· Department of Education will cover this year’s deficit, but not next year’s. 
· Next year’s budget expected to remain flat (cost-of-living increases only). 
· No increase in Educational Assistants (EAs). 
· Policy & Programming Updates: 
· Report cards remain at three per year; no clear rationale for not increasing to four. 
· Centers of Excellence engagement varies by school; support is available upon request. 
· Healthy Learners Policy (nutrition, physical activity, etc.) discussed. 

5. Principal Update
· Parent-Teacher Interviews 
· 28 held in person; some parents were unaware this was an option. 
· Attendance Monitoring 
· March 30 communication from David McTiminy regarding a chronic absenteeism dashboard. 
· Dashboard provides district-level data (not school-specific). 
· ASD-W identified as having higher attendance concerns. 
· Emphasis on transparency and system-wide awareness. 
· School Goals 
· Standardized template for posting school goals on websites has been implemented. 
· Academics & Enrollment 
· Provincial exams scheduled for April for some grades. 
· Current enrollment: 526; projected enrollment for next year: 507 (may increase in August). 
· Retention Policy 
· Retention requires evidence that a student will be on par after repeating a year. 
· School Events Feedback 
· Mixed parent feedback regarding the cancellation of last year’s family picnic. 
· Staff generally do not favor the event. 
· FHPA notes it is a strong fundraiser and provides a touchpoint for graduating families. 
· Grade 8 Recognition 
· Planning a non-formal ceremony (not a graduation). 
· SurveyMonkey to be sent for input. 

6. Staff Representative Update
· No updates provided. 

7. Home & School Update
· Scott’s fundraiser concluded. 
· Upcoming: 
· School picnic (final event of the year) 
· Raffle for drop-off circle 
· Canteen 
· Freezies donated by Scholten’s 

8. New Business
· Playground Clothing Support Initiative 
· Proposal to maintain a supply of outdoor gear (splash pants, rain boots, mittens, etc.) for students in need. 
· Action items: 
· Request guidance from Facilities. 
· PSSC to draft and send a request letter. 
· Donations to be collected via Facebook outreach (Vicky to create post; shared by group). 
· Evita to track inventory. 
· Shawna to manage storage (cabinet) and laundering. 
· Clearly labeled bins to be placed in the lobby. 
· Sensory Night 
· Vicky to create and share promotional post. 
· Grade 8 Recognition (continued) 
· Further discussion on ensuring inclusivity for all students. 
· Emphasis on keeping the event meaningful and low-cost. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.jmm4akwnyaz9]Adjournment
7:12pm
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